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Electoral studies have long focused more on the effects than the causes of electoral rules.  As Josep M. Colomer notes in his introduction to this volume, however, the very strength of the effects leads to a natural line of theorizing about causes:  parties introduce new rules in anticipation of their effects on those parties’ future electoral fortunes.  The individual essays in this volume show that this simple notion plays out in many and sometimes subtle ways in particular cases.  Cumulatively, they provide the most extensive collection we possess to date.  Moreover, Colomer’s synoptic overview shows that there is an important general trend visible in the historical record, toward greater proportionality.  Every serious student of electoral systems will want this handbook on their shelf.
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This volume goes a long way in providing the necessary detailed historical evidence about the roots of electoral system change for a large and diverse set of democratic nations throughout recent history.  Professor Colomer offers a new and highly original theory of electoral change which lays the groundwork for a radical revision of what has become the common wisdom about the effects of electoral laws.  The chapters provide us a wealth of new information and new theoretical insights.
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